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:Cohen, ibid. at 573 »w TpRR Tinp DOX30 09377 DR ®09a% WY a1 paya 18
“Similar to the intuitionist theory is the view of Kantians like Reinach
that the duty 1o keep one€’s promise is one without which rational society
would be impossible. There can be no doubt that from an empitical or
historical pomnt of view, the ability to rely on the promises of others adds
to the confidence necessary for social intercourse and entcrprise. But as an
absolute proposition this is untenable. The actual world, which assuredly
is among the possible ones, is not one in which all promises are kept, and
there are many people — not necessarily diplomats — who prefer a world
iri which they and others occasionzally depart: from the truth and go back
on some promise. It is indeed very doubtful whether there are many who
would prefer to live in an entirely rigid world in which one would be cb-
liged to keep all one's promises instead of the present more viable system,
in which a vaguely fair proportion is sufficicnt. Many of us indced would
shudder at the idea of being bound by every promise, no matter how foolish,
without any c¢hance of letting increascd wisdom undo past foolishness.
Certainly, some frecdom to change one’s mind is necessary for free inter-
course hetween those who lack omniscience”. .
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Holmes, supra note 17, at 272, 18
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